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the Commissioner shall instruet the Regis-
trar to do certain things, and as the transfer
of land is of such importance, and the slight-
est irregularity may make a good deal of
difference to people, it was felt that to safe-
guard thg position it would be better to have
legislation and so avoid trouble, Last year
the member for West Perth {Mr. Davy)
introduced to me "a deputation repre-
senting the legal profession. Their desire
was (o be clear on the matter and having
gone into the whole thing they considered
that it would be satisfactory if the procedure
proposed by the Government were adopted.
Thers is no opposition to the Bill. The
officers at present in the Titles Office will
have their interesis conserved, and the Bill
will make for efficieney. [ move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

MR. DAVY {West Perth} [8.40]: I do
not know that I feel inclined to support the
Bill with great enthusiasm. Last year fecl-
ing that there might be something about it
that T did not understand, the Minister for
Justice was good enough to allow the matter
to be adjourned and 1o receive a deputation
from the conveyancing side of the profes-

- sion, so that they might lay before him any
ohjections they had to the proposal. Al-
though the deputation did not like the idea
of the combination of the two jobs—the
C'ommissioner and the Registrar— they really
felt that they were not able to advance any
valid objection to it.

The Minister for Justice: Others have
heen enthusiastically in favour of it.

Mr. DAVY : I think it was with reluctance
that the deputation admitted there was no
serious objeetion to the proposal and that
there was something to be =aid for it. So
Jlong as the person who combines the two
positions is competent to deal with the some-
what highly technical matters, it will make
little difference, and no valid objection can
“be raised to if.

The Minister for Justice: He will be com-
petent.

Question put and passed.
BRill read a second time.

In Committes.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 8.48 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MAIN ROADS,
Stale and Federal Expenditure.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What amount of money hbas
been—(a) allocated, and {b) expended by
the State upon the construction or mainten-
ance of main roads to which the Common-
wealth Government subseribe? 2, What
mileage of main roads has been recommended
by the Minister for Works? 3, Since the
passing of the Commonwealth Main Roads
Development Act, 1923—(a) what mileage
of main roads bas been constructed, main-
tained, or repaired, and (b} what amount of
money has been expended, in each electoral
district ?

The COLONLAL SECRETARY replied:
1, {a) Total amount allocated to 30th June,
1925—£384,000, for construction and main-
tenance of main developmental roads, half
of whiech has been contributed by the Com-
monwealth Government. (b) Amount ex-
pended from State funds to 30th June, 1925,
on construetion and maintenance—£178,450
1s. 2d. Salaries and other administration
charges, £13,393. 2, Approximately 1,930
miles. 3, (a) Clearing, 570% miles; form-
ing, 34614 miles, including 133,172 cubic
yards of side cutting; gravelling and metal-
ling 24214 miles; drains, 144 miles; bridges
and culverts, 372. (b) No record is kept of
expenditure in electoral distriets. Time
would be oceuried and exvenditure inenrred
in furnishing the required information and
then it would necessarily be only approxi-
mate. A schedule showing all authorised
works within each road district was recently
laid on the Table of the House.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Thirteenth Day—Conclusion. -

HON. T. MOORE (Ceuiral—in reply)
f4.38]: During the course of the debate the
Group Seitlement Royal Commission have
heen singled out by some members for special
attention. On that account, and becanse I
had not sufficient time on the opening day
to deal with the subjest, 1 intend to deal
with it now. 1 hope I shall noi weary hon.
members if T (ind it necessary to read a good
deal of the evidence. This is desirable be-
cause very few members have read it. The
evidence needs dissecting, and puiting into
more concise form. T admit it is difficult
to wade through such a bulky document as
the Royal Commission’s report. I suggest
that before any membher attacks the Com-
mission’s report he should read that report,
and ascertain on what evidence the Com-
mission’s recommendations were arrived at.
Unfortunately, the first wember to attack
the Commission had not had the report in
his hands for bhalf an hour before he did
so. Mr. Ewing is not here for the moment,
and I am gorry for his absence, though I
snppose the circumstance will import more
arder into the debate. T consider it was very
bad form on his part to eondemn something
of which he knew nothing. Certain of his
statements were remarkable. One of them
was—

My duty now is to condemn with &1l the em-

phasis I can this report,
He had not attempted to arrive at any con-
clusions with regard to the evidence on which
the report was based. Surely that is a pecu-
liar sttitude. Mr, Ewing, [ believe, knows
nothing whatever about land settlement. He
would consider it bad form on my part if
T were to set myself up to judge something
done by him in connection with the coal
mining industry, of whiech I know nothing
whatever. Tt has been suggested that no
member of the Roval Commission knew any-
thing of Bouth-Western conditions. As a
fact, the chairman of the Commission, Mr.
Harper, was selected for his special know-
ledge of the South-West. T will read what
was said of him by the Minister for Lands
when the personnel of the Commission was
attacked at an earlier date—

Mr. Harper was born in Western Australia.
His father was honoured in the State. Every-

body respected him. ATl realised that when Mr,
Harper dealt with a question he dealt with it

.

fairly and honestly, His son is of the same
calihre, and his opinions will earry weight
Western Australia, He is not aetively cob-
neeted with any political organisation. He is
unhiassed in politics, and will fill the position
of chairman of the Commission with integrity,
ability, and honesty; and will retain the fair
repute the honourable member aseribes to him.
L am informed he has had agriculiure
thoroughly drilted into him, He has been
trained to develop land. He has travelled in
various parts of the world for the purpose of
ascertaining the best methods of agriculture.
For a considerable time he has been interested
in a farm in the South-West. Conseguently
I think he will make an admirable chairman
of the Commisaion,

Could a better man have been selected for
the chairmanship? Yet Mr. Ewing says that
the Commission ineluded ne member with
any knowledge of the South-West. Every.
one should have been pleased to bave My,
Harper as chairman of the Commission.
Again, 1 myselt claim to have a knowledge
of the South-West. I went there 23 or 24
years ago, and was there continuously until
1916, when I went to the war. 1 was born
on a dairy farm, and did not leave it until
I was 18 years of age, a very short time
before I came to this State. I can, therefore,
claim to know not only the South-West, but
also the possibilities of dairying in the
South-West or anywhere else in Australia. So
much for that. Mr, Dodd also thought fit to
question the personnel of the Commission.
He said he hoped a Commission on such lines
would never be appointed again, or words to
that effect. Mr. Dodd suggested it would be
Just as fair to appoint {wo Nationalists, two
Lahour representatives, and perhaps a
i Nationalist chairman to inquire into the
Wyvndham Meat Works. Mr. Dodd econld
not have drawn a worse analogy. What
actually happened in connection with the
Wyndham Meat Works was that a select
committee was appointed, with all the pow-
ers of a Royal Commission, and consisting
of the following:—Mr. Holmes, Nationalist,
chairman; Mr. Lovekin, Nationahst, Mr.
Hamersley, Nattonalist, Mr. Cornell, Nation-
alist, and vour humble servant, Labour, as
the other member. Mr. Dodd must have
been in error when speaking the other even-
ing, though usuelly he is very correct in his
statements.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: The Government ap-
pointed the Royal Commission, but it was the
House that appoeinted the seleet committee,

Hon. T. MOORE: The select committes
had all the powers of a Royal Commission,
and Mr. Dodd reised no objection.
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Hon. J. K. Dodd: 1t was the House, and
not the Government, that appointed the
committes,

Hon. T. MOORE: Menlion has been made
of something said with regard to Mr. Me-
Larty in vonnection with the Commission’s
report. 1 have no desire to say anything
whatever that is disparaging of Mr. Me-
Larty. I bave the grealest respect for him.
e bas done the State good, honest serviee,
and is a most valuable offlicer. Tn mv opinion,
however, Mr. MeLarty is shouldering the re-
spongibility for something with which he
had nothing at all 10 do. He has heen
standing up for something of which he does
not really approve. Mr. Mcl.arty has criti-
cised the Commission and said that iis ve-
port was inaeenrate. Anyhody reading the
report will find it is not innceurate in the
sense Mr., McLarty suys il is. But that 1s
the only harsh thing 7 have to say ahout
Mr. Mel.arty, who is one of those eivil ser-
vants that have stood unp for their chief.
1 give him credit for it. The scheme itself
was one in which 20 men were supposed to
work togetber in clearing 20 farms, in con-
trast with the individual settlement that had
obtained in the past. It was considered by
those who launched the scheme that it wonld
be better to have 20 working togeiher than
one working on his own. It will be necessary
for me to read a lot of evidence to show
from the words of material witnesses how
this scheme progressed. In the first place
the scheme set out to place the men on their
furms at a eost of from £700 to €1.000. and
the task was to oceupy two yvears. As a fact,
the groups have been going for four years
and no man bas his holding yet. As for the
evst of from £700 to £1,000, we know it will
be nearer three times that amount, so in
that sense I say the scheme has failed hadly.
If the secheme were a good thing. as set oot
by Sir James Mitchell, for the placing of
6,000 men at a cost of £6,000,000, it might
have been all right, but when under it we
can place only 2,000 men with the same
nioney, it is all wrong. Yet that is what has
happened. Therefore, in that way the
scheme has falled badly. The scheme lias
failed for many reasons. Sir .James Mitehell
has thought fit to refer to me ns a member
of the Commission whoe was an ex-timher
worker. So I was; and by being a timher
worker I learnt quite a lot about men and
bhow they work. It would have been a good
thing for this country if Sir James Mitchell
bal had similar experience, for he would
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then have known that the seheme had nothing
but failure in front of it.

lton. F. E. 8 Willmott: You lose your
conscienee if you are long amongst the jar-
rah workers. .

Hon, T. MOORIE: Sir James Mitchell's
selieme sank the individuality of the seitler;
and when you lose individoality, what ¢an
vou expeet? No man knew what he was
aiming at. 1 will show by evidence what the
settlers themseives thonght.

Hon. J. W. Wirwan: It was a purely
soeinlistic schemne.

Hon. T. MOORM: Yol socialistie. bat
communistie.  We should associate Siv James
Mitehell with Towm Walsh and Jock Garden,
hecanse he launehed an intensely commun-
istic scheme.

Tlon. J. W. Wirwan: The individuality
was lost.

Hon. T. MOORT.: Yes, from the outset.
First of all, we have said the scheme was
rushed. Our crities say there was no rush.
Well, we asked Mr. MeLarty—

Do vou think that, at any stage of the group
settlement, you had an organisation capable
of doing the work thoroughly and settling a
group a week? His answer was: The organ-
iention had to be built up as the seheme pro-
gressed. There were times when Jand was not
available to meet vequirements, and the sef-
tlers were arriving possibly quicker than we
eould handle them. The whole scheme has been
a rush job, and has heen working under diffi-
cult conditions. No preparation was made be-
fore the arrival of the men, and it was a mat-
ter of improvising organisation as we went
along.

Yet Mr. Ewing says it was not a rush job.

Hon. J. Ewing: 1 lhave vead all the evi-
dence.

Hon., T. MOORE:
notice of Mr. Melarty?

Hon. J. Ewing: He is a first class man.
However, better a rush job than no job at
all.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, if you have plenty
ol money to spend and don’t eare how you
spend it it is all very well. Mr. MeLarty
wus asked, did the officials generally admit
that they had lad something fo learn in
clearing work during the early stages. His
answer was that clearing eosts were heavier
than they should have heen, that they had
hail to gain much of their knowledge as they
weni along, and that in soeh eircumstances
it was only to be expected that in the early
stages of the seheme the cost of clearing
would be excessive. He added that they had
cleared more land than was necessary. That

Will vou take any
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was a hopeless idea. They first of all started
by pulling every tree on No. 1 group, but
as they found the expenses too great they
reduced the number of trees taken out, in
order to comne within the €£1,000, Such a
state of aflairs showed that the wmen whe
began it did not know what they were aim-
ing af, did not know whether it was neees-
gary lo take out one tree or how many trees.
It was a case of, “Go on with the job and
see how you get along, money does not mai-
ter.” Here is another question, with its
answer by Mr. MeLarty—

Are we to understand that the group set-
tlemeni system will cost more because of the
clearing costs than settlement by individual

would represent?—Yes, I should say
80, for the simple reason that the group set-
tlers wre not cupable of deing the same
gnount of work as the vrdivary civilian <et-
tler who ‘‘goes on his own.”’

Hon. J. Ewing: Your policy was to kick
the puor man oot altogether.

Hon. T. MOORE: Mr. McLarty was
acked whether it was advisable to elear
tinber in the green state. IHis answer was
that he would not think of clearing it green
if he had any allemative, but that he had
none. 1 wonder why we had ta rush into
this scheme so huarriedly? Was it abso-
lutely necessary that we should take these
thousands of men and, by this secandalouvs
waste of money, put them on to land at an
excessive cost? In the words of Mr. Me-
Lurty, they had no alternative. To-day he
shoulders praciically the whole of the re-
sponsibility, a'though T do not thiok ajl the
blan«w <houwid he his. There was even a donbt
regzrding the arca of the blocks. We found
that in some places settlers were on holdings
of muach wore than the 160 acres they were
suppesed 10 get, We tried to find out how
they stood. Certain bloeks were bracketted
tozether hecause the land was poor, making
an area of some 300 acres. We thought
that if the 300 aeres were not worth anv
more than the 160 acres, the whole of the
300 acres shonld be ziven to the setiler free.
However, there was nothing definite about it.
The men did not know whetber their blocks
helonged to them in whole or whether they
should he charged for all over 160 acres.

Heon, ¥. E. 8. Willmott: Ts there any-
thmg in the Land et to provide for givire
away land?

Hon. T. MOORE: Of course it could not
be done without an et of Parliament. Mr.
Ricti: rdson, the sweond in command, who
was veally the controller of the scheme, was

27 Aveust, 1923,]

359

ruestioned. We went into the method of
cjearing with hiwm. He said—

The or'.ﬂy methed of reducing costs is by
keeping the timber standing, and that is the
fight we have. We have trouble with our own
foremen, and they of course are influenced to
a large extent by the group members. There
are 20 group members hammering away at the
foreman day in and day out, and he might
permit a little more work to be done¢, but that
ig the ¢rueial point in clearing. It is Dot so
much the method as the control of the method.
They @id not kpow exactly how mneh they
eould do for the €1.n00. Mr. Richardem,

wntinaing, sl—

We are trying to kecp within our Gnuncial
limits. TIf, when we hand over the blocks, the
yettlers wich to take out a2 few more trees,
they may do so. We have been trying te bring
the scheme back to its financial limits, We
have heen a long time striving to do that, and
I betieve we have it in hand pow.

This was ahount throg years after the grou,s
had started! You can imagine the mnount
of waste then going on if the present system
is fae correet one.

Hon. A, Bwivill: But they were improving
all the time.

Hon. T. MOORE: Only to the extent that
they were laking oot less timber. THere is
the vext questivn put to Mr. Richardson,
with bis answer—

By the Chairman: What do you wmeun by
‘! financial limits’’?3—The intention was to do
a eertain amoant of work within a cost of
£1,000. Tn the early stages wo issued a circu-
lar to foremen to keep thelr clearing  costs
down 1o £375 per bloek, which we regarded as
the finaneial lunit of clearing costs per hold-
ing, and we have ~tengeled right throush to
aphieve that.

Here i~ another little hir of Mr. Richardson's
eviden o —

Ta what extent has the cost of clearing
heen redueed hy taking down less timber and
adopting improved methods renerally 7—We
have reduced the «ost on avernge forest coun-
try to £250 per hinek.

What was the cost rprevieusly '—in fuir
uverage forest Jawml approximately £25 per
aere would hove heen the cost in the past,

By Mr. Latham: The e¢osts are now down
to £10 per acre'—Yes, in some cases.

By the ¢hairwan: On  your statement,
the present cust in heavy timber country would
average from LU} to £15 per acre. Is that
almost entirely aeccounted for by the fact that
you are not clearing as mneh as formerly*—
Yes.

Mr. Richardson wa< then asked whether,
when he hevnmne eontroller, a cortain officer,
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who was nawed, was under his control, His
reply was— )

_ You mean the officer who was in charge of
the tree-pullerst I immediately assumed . con-
trol by reporting what was taking place, and
after my first t{rip through the districts, upon
taking control, it became quite obvigus to me
that 1t was impossible to earry out group set-
tlement operations on the financial basis laid
down by the ex-Premier, and that the obvious
action was to stop the indiseriminate pulling
of timber, We have been up apainst that par-
tieular point right up to the present fime.
Yet this was supposed to have been a.well
thought-out scheme. Here are two gquestions
asked of Mr. Fauekner, field supervisor, and
his answers—

If the men under C.P. conditions got -the
same amount of money per acre advanced to
them, would they then be in a better positionf
—They would very quickly become settlers of
independent means. ‘

It suggests that group settlement is not
altogether a success in its present form¥—TYes;
largely owing to the personal equation.

Those are the opinions of the men in charge
of the scheme, Mr. McLarty and Mr. Rich-
ardson. We know their difficuities and we
know that they bhave no definite idea of
what was being aimed at or how much counld
he done for the money that had to be ex-
pended in the South-West. Now let us see
what the settlers think of it. I will quate
the evidence of a lot of them, settlers who
were sworn when they appeared. before:the
Commission and who came along to give
evidence on behalf of their groups. 1 want
members to understand what was ronning in
their minds. One settler sasid—I do not
want {o mention any names of group wit-
nesses beecause the report of the evidence has
not been given abroad

Hon. J. Ewing: It has gone abroad.

Hon. T. MOORE: I mean amongst the
groups themselves. One man said—

Wo consider that at the expiration of 12

months we are entitled to more remuneration,
because we have paid to learn. If we were
not worth 10s, a day during the first three
months, we were worth more than 10s. a day
later on.
Does that not suggest to members that these
men were ont after wages and were not there
a3 farmers at all? They were out to see how
much they conld get. At any rate that is
what is suggested to my mind. I am finding
no fault with the settlers. Another man
said—

If we were put on the eontract system we
could do the work much more cheaply than at
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present. Some of the settlers will not work
under the foreman, but would work under the
contract conditions. In effect, the contract
gystem would drive out & lot of the undeair-
ables,
Hon. A. Burvill:
make a success of it.
Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, but the good man
was loaded with someone he did not want
with him,
Hon. W. T. Glasheen: He always is.
Hon. T. MOORE: YVes, but under this gys-
tem you see exaetly what is running through
the minds of the men. Another one was
asked why he wanted the piece work system,
and his answer was, “Some men are dissatis-
fied becanse they think others are not doing
a fair day’s work. They also want the op-
portunity to earn more money than they
are getting at present.” Members will see
that the question of money comes in again.
Hon. J. Ewing: How long has that man
been there? )
Hon. T. MOORE: The hon. member will
have the opportunity to read all the evidence.
Hon. J. Ewing: I have read it all.

Hon. T. MOORE : Again, to show the in-
terest that some of them have taken in their
work I ean quote this—

Mr. Richardson visited the groups three or

four weeks ago and asked us to put forward
any recommendations, suggestions, or com-
plaints we had. We did eo, but he treated
us like schaol children. We have not come
12,000 miles for any other reason than to get
onr own farms. Wa object to being treated
as children. We asked him about spare t1mo
effrrt, atock and water. He replied ' We do
not want any intellect or intelligence from
you, we want work. We will do the think-
ing for you.’* That is not good emough. T4
we are to be treated merely as machines and
are not to think about the future we have no
right to be here,
The Commisgion pointed out that remark to
Mr. Richardson and he said he did not use
it. We found, however, that it was in the
minds of witnesses that he did. Another
settler said—

In our opinion the scheme is good, but the
different elements in lwman nature have not
been allowed for, There are two classes of
undesirable settlers amongst us—those who
have come here to earn 10s. a day, and others
who are not bona fide. The entire group de-
sires the contract syatem. We consider that
the administration of the scheme is behind the
times. .

How do we suppose those men would be
working having such things running through

That man wanted to
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their minds? Would they be working very
hard? Another man said—

Twoe members of our group were selected

in England to come out to take up blocks
which they were told would cost from £700
to £1,000. According to a speech by the Minis-
ter for Lands (Hon. W. C. Angwin) the cost
is likely to be from £1,600 to £1,800. This
shows that there has been some gross mis-
representation.
Again there is dissatisfaction. Still another
said—*“What trouble we have had has been
in connection with the work itself because
some have done more than their fair share.”
Again we have signs of dissatisfaction among
settlers whom we hoped would make good.
All these were men of note in their groups,
hecanse they were sent along to give evi-
dence on behalf of their respective groups.
Another said—

When we came to the groups first Mr. Me-
Larty told us that the intention of the depart-
ment was that after two years of work the
holding would be passed over to the Agri-
eultaral Bank. We have been on our hold-
ings for three years, and want to know where
we stand. It looks as if we will be another
two years before we are handed over to the
Agricultural Bank.

They did not care about it.
would not be too pleased.
marked—

If a man is working on the group system
he often slums over his work. Very often
men will not bend their shoulders to their
work unless there is adequate supervision. 1
believe in cutling out the sustenance payments
as goon as possible, because when we get om

-the contract basis, men kpnow they are working
for themselves and will work harder.

Those men
Another re-

Al last they see a gleam of hope, but du:-
ing the whole of the time that Mr. Ewing
was a2 member of the Government that
launched this scheme, the settlers had nv
jdea what they were going to do, and the
scheme had then been in operation for two
years. It stands to the eredit of the present
Minister for Lands that he altered the sys-
tem ag soon as possible,

Hon. J. Ewing : You
30,000 acres under pasture,

Hen. T. MOORE: And we know what
that cost.

Hon. J. Ewing: Never mind the cost.

Hon. T. MOORE : Doesn’t it matter
what it cost! Another man, speaking
about the amount of work that conld be
done said—

I was on the land at Mt. Marshall, and came

here for the sake of my wife. We do not
know where we are. Costs are mounting up.

know there arc

I will not sign any meortgage for more than
1 think my block is worth.

That is how he treats the position. That
shows that already his block s wver-
eapitalised. Another said—

As to camp life, I would refuse to go into
another. Qur experience was that our place
was hell ou earth, particularly to people whe
were not accustomed to Jiving huddled to-
gether.

Horp. J. Ewing: Another man said that it
was heaven on earth. Have you read his
evidence. If not, I hope you will do so.

Hon. T. MOORE: Another said “There
are plenty of men in the groups who would
not touch a cow; they would prefer to jump
the fence rather than go near a cow.”

Hon. A. Burvill: Did you look for evi-
dence in the opposite direction?

Hon, T. MOORE: We placed ourselves
almost entirely in the hands of those con-
trolling the scheme. 'We asked them to
show us the best they had. When we went
into the hon. member’s district we asked
him to show uns what had been done, so
that we might judge for ourseives. He did
not sliow us much. The controller of the
scheme took us round and I think he
showed us the best that was to be seen.
Here is the evidence of another man, Mr.
Wake, organiser of the Anglican Immigra-
tion Committee. He said that he was in
close touch with all the men in the various
centres and had an intimate knowledge of
the types of the settlers and the work they
were doing. He was asked whether he
vigited the groups, and he replied “No; 1
have seen the settlers before they have
gone to the groups, and I have seen mony
of them after they have left the yroups or
have been dismissed. They generally find
their way back to me” Then this evidence
was given by him--

You have not seen any of those yom say
will leave when the sustenance payments stop?
—No. It is from correspondence that I have
come to that conclugion,

Do you receive definite reports from your

own people to back up your impression?—
Yea. T have asked for their opinion. Ne man
is better able to judge than the parson.
Mr. Wake also said that it was the women
who were causing some of the unrest that
cxisted in the groups. Another witness
said—

If we had our own houses we ghould feel

more settled and things would be better. The
people do not want another winter in shacks,

I do not blame them.



Hon. J. Ewing: The shacks are very com-
fortable.

Hon. F. . 8. Willmett @ {1 was
barraek system that they objected to.

Hou, T, MOORTE: Another seitler gave
this evidence—

Insufficient discrimination has heen used in

the svicction of the members of the groups.
It is not pleasant for onc’s wife to hear the
language that is used by other women. I
shall take the first opportunity to get on to
my own block,
I have no wish fo find fault with the
women of the gronps becanse ihere are
amongst them soms of the finest that ever
eamme to this country.

Hon. J. Bwing: Then why did you not
leave them alone?

The PRESIDENT: T must ask the hon.
membher to allow Mr. Moore to make his
speech in his own way.

Hon. T. MOORIE: My,
the Commission—

These groupies have mo money by the time

they get on to the group and with no idea of
houschold management, they load up their ac.
counts at the stores and so cannot make a do
of it.
I asked the wifness whether these women
had been housekeeping in the Uld Country
and his reply was, *No.  In the Old Coun-
try many women who live in (owns and
slums do very litfle eooking.  Most of their
stuff they buy ready cooked. The eonditions
here are uite foreign te them.” Again,
Mr. Richardson, the Controller, said—

[ can prodnee ample evidenee of the inedi-
eivniey  of group scitlers by eomparison Dbe-
tween the results under piece work conditions
with tlhose obtained under group conditions.
In addition to that many gronp settiers do not
mike any seeret of the faet that on the 10s.
hasi~ they will net do mere than 10s. worth
or work, I might add that their idea of what
is 10, worth of work is nwet a very high one.

the

Wake also told

Heve ave the words of the (Cantroller
agnin—
The rundameninl  trouble regunling  high

co~is is that the group settlers have mot en-
tered inte the scheme in w proper spirit, If
they were seizedl with fhe idea of creating
farms for themscives at a minimuwm cost and
had exerted the whole of their efforts in thaf
dirvetion, we would not have had ihe ligh
eosts that are presented fo-day.

They were nol seized with the faet that
they were there 1o farm for themselve~, 11
scems to e thal there was something in
the contention of a forper Mini-ter for
Agrieniture, Mre. H, K. Maley, when he said
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that Sir James Milchell’s seheme was so
siimple that if he explained it, people wonld
not understand it.  Apparently the settlers
could not understand the sclieme. The Con-
troller wus asked to compare Agriculiural
Bank conditions with those operating under
the group settlement scheme, and he re-
plied—

T am satisfied that if group settlement were

conducted on parallel lines to the Agrieul-
tural Bank in connection with working con-
ditions, our costs would be immenscly reduced.
4 mean to say that that end would be achieved
if the men were on piece work or contract con-
ditions,
So the whole scheme was breaking down
as we went along! Here we find that 20
nten were unable to work together: no one
knowing anything about it would expeet
any such thing. Here is something else re-
sarding - the indefiniteness of it all. The
Controller's evidence contains the follow-
ing—

What does the cost of supervision mean,

only foreman’s wages?—The cx-Minister con-
trolling the scheme was doubtiful whether
overhead charges would be added.
All was doubt. The ex-Minister referred
to was Sir James Mitchell. The settlers
did not kmow and were anxious to ascer-
tain the position so that they eould get on.
Here is what another settler saul-—

The people think they would be able to get
more work donce and earn more money under
the contract system, The settler would o
his contract work instead of his daily grouse.
1L do not konow what thal suggests to you,
Alr. I'resident, but [ think it indicates that
they were not going to push alead. Then
he continned—

If a2 man knew that every stroke of the mat-
tock was worth so mueh he would get in two
strolies where new e makos enly one.

That weounld represent a big rednetion in the
costs.  Another settler said—

The Government should be vwrged to define
is soon a8 pussible their poliey regarding the
future. This would remove & grant deal of
doubt and misapprehension at present existing,
There seems to be an impression that the settler
has na guarantee that the bloek will he handed
over to him whem the group disbands.

Herve is onother instance, One mean was
asked abont settlers who had left and he
replied---

It was through inexpericnce or a disinelina-
tion to eatry on that they left. Tnexperience ia
a lieartbreaking qualifiention to possess whem

oue is trying to meet not only living expenses
but alse financinl obligations.
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That evidence was given by a district in-
spector, Mr, St. Barhbe Moore, when speak-
ing of our own soldier settlers, He had had
experience with ihe inexperienced regarding
the settlement of our returned soldiers and
that represents his idea regarding men when
put on o work theyr did not understand.
The foremun alsu had dilficulties because,
while appointed to their positions to act
as the advisers and friends of the whole ot
the group members, it was soon found that
there were certain people on groups wha
would not do their share.  The foreman
found themeselves in an unfortunate position,
for they could not put off those nnsatistae-
tory settlers as would be the positton on any
other job where men were employed at 1.
a day. Thus the foremen were in a most
invidious position and one of their number,
a =enior foreman, when questioned by us,
geve the following evidenee:—

Have you met the objection that foremen

eongider their position unsatisfactory becanse
they have not sufficient control +—Repeatedly.

Have you been met with that objection when

you have approached men to take positions as
foremen?—I cannot say many have raised that
objection becanse £6 is not easily passed by a
man wanting a joh. Tn several instances they
have ohjected on that ground.
He also pointed out that foremen received
£6 a week and they were content to jog along
even with unsatisfactory settlers. Thus, at
this stage, we were getting from bad to
worse. Another senior foreman, gave this
evidence—

Do you have many complaints through the
foreman about the men not doing their work
satisfactorily#—Yecs, plenty.

Do you think these wen are doing their work
satisfactorily, allowing for their being new
chums?—Some are, but somme are not.

When questioned regarding the inefficiency
of some of the settlers, this foreman said—

After a certain time the good men fall back
to the pare of the slow men, and the whole
business comes down to the level of the slowest
men.

That is guite true, as any man who has
worked amongst them must know. If you
have a gang of men not working on their
own block and those men are engaged in
the work for years, it will be found that the
slow men among them will regulate the paece
of the work of the others.

Hon. A. Burvili: That applies apart from
group setilements as well.

Hon. T. MOORE: But unfortonately the
State has to shoulder the cost of the group
settlement seheme,
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Hon. A, Burvill: And it has to shoulder
the cust of a lot of viher things, teo.

Hon, T. MOORE: Here is another ex-
tract trom thi~ particular man's evidence
velating to this puint—

Do the gool men realise that they are earry-
juzr the others om their hocks=Yes, we have
lost gomi settlers beranse of the slackers.
That is a serons statement fo be made by
u genivr foreman.  He there declares that
lots of 2ood men have gone heeause of the
lackers vn the wroup=<. Soeh 3 man wonld
sooner leave his position than continne with
the slackers.  He went away and probably
seenved better wage~ in another joh. Again,
theve is this evidenen-

Fs this venlly u ~eviows motter !—There are
aue or twu cases of sluvkness on wost of the
groups. We have no definite tiwes given tu
us to determiue tbe probationary period.
That means to say that the foremen do not
know how lopg they liave to caryy unsatis-
factory settlers before they are permiited
to get rid of them. These settlers come on
thie groups and have their wives and families
with thews. I pur wyself in the position of
a foreman having to contend with this posi-
tion and I adwif | would not sack too many
of them. They are there and the Govern-
ment have to back them up to the extent of
the som we have mentioned in our report.
Another foreman who had left his job said—

1 had a settler whom ¥ considcred very poor,

and I reported against him time and agaio.
L did all in my power to make a scttler of
him, hut c¢onld not succeed. I recommended him
for suspension, and wmy recommendation wae
not upheld. Then, as ¥ considered that the
departinent had lost confidence im me, I ten-
dered my resignation. Some settiers leave be-
cause 2 good man zets tirrd of enrrying n poor
man oa his back. The good man leaves and
the duffer stays.
There iz the evidence of another man who
left his £6 job as foreman rather than put
with the indignity! Another settler, speak-
ing of other settlers, said—

They say if they had sofficient money they
would go at once. Tf they had the £11 land-
ingg money they would have gone bhefore. I am

told they forfeit that amount if they po off
the group within 12 months.

Why are you so sure they will not make
farmers?¥—Because they have not the initia-
tive. One man told me he did not kpow one
end of a ecow from the other,

Another man alse gave evidence as follows—

Do they say why they came here?¥—One or two
have said that they would not have come but
for the glowing pictures painted in the Old
Country. Ope man said he expected to have
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a house roofed, not with iron, but with glazed
tiles. He had seen that in the pictures.

Here is another extract from the evidence
of a foreman—

From the experience you have had of them,
do you think a reasonable proportion are likely
to make good?—No, 1 think S50 per cent. of
them will stop here afler the sustenance cuts
out.

Ts that gauged from what they have said or
from what they do?—From what they do.

Are any of them physically unfit for work
on the groups?—No, they can all do the work
if they want to.

Another foreman said—

If 1 tell a2 man to get a move on, the others
will hold a meeting und start go-slow methods,

Hon. G. Potter: You should not encourage
that sort of thing, at any rate,

Hon. T. MOORE: The men are going
slow, just as the doctors do, The doctors
are on a& minimum ard one has to pay the
minimum whether the worst docior freats
one or not.

Hon, A. Burvill: History repeats itself.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: That is a terrible
indictment of day labour,

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, of day labour
without a hoss. Do not make any mistake
about it, men on day labour under a boss,
earn their money; but the group settlers
are on their holdings and they do wot be-
lieve they are farming. They have no boss.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What about the
foreman ¥

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They do not recognise
ihe foreman as the boss, for he has no power
over them.

Hon. T. MOORE: Then he said in reply
to a question as to whether that often hap-
pened—

Frequently, The new people have been led
away by what they have been told by the
others. The settlers understand they will not
be charged un with anything in excess of
£1,000 for their blocks.

It is a long way from that amount now!
Hence they are not worrying shont when
they will finish and they are not losing any
“sweat” on it either. Here is some more—

T suppose it must have cost £6 or £7 to get
rid of some of the trees. Other trees were
left beeause the traction engine could not
bring them down.

I admit that that was at the outset of the
scheme. Tt shows, however, that the men
who started the scheme did not know whel
they were going to do. They were aiming
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at something but they had no idea how they
were going to shoot. A settler with experi-
ence in Gippsland gave the following evi-
dence:—

Do yon think the settlers here have as good
an opportunity as the Gippsland rettlers, tak-
ing into consideration our milder climatei—
Here they are trying to make farms too quickiy.
In Gippsland it took years to make a farm.
If you take your time, you can do the clear-
ing much cheaper. Therefore the Gippaland
settlers would not be under as high capital
cost as the settlers here,

Of course they would not in this rush job.
Here is what Mr. MeLarty said—

Group vonditions remove the isolation that

is a material factor in the contentment of the
settler.
As one who has lived in the country all my
life T elaim that Mr. McLarty was not cor-
rect in his stutement. There are men who
are living a hundred miles inland with their
wolncnfolk pioneering stations on the Mur-
chison. You, Mr. President, know how far
back those pioneers are living. Isolation is
nothing to a man when he has his home and
his family,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Those people
have been used to isolation all their lives.

Hon. T. MOORE: When we come to talk
about isolation in the South-West, what does
it amount to? Settlers there ean be removed
from other settlers by a few miles only. If
& man is married and has his howe, that is
all he wants, In my opinion_people are
willing to live uader such conditions pro-
vided they have facilities to get about. They
will not mind the isolation. While the isola-
tion may be bad in one instance, it was a
great deal worse in the other. The environ-
ment was absolutely killing.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: It had just the op-
posite effect to what was intended and it
was bound to have it, when you consider
human nature.

Hon. T. MOORE: One foreman was asked
how much experience he had had when he
started the work and he replied—

1 had a little farming exnerience in West-
ern Australia and also in South Australia be-
fore I took up land here.

Have you had any experience in clearing?
-~No. T was at one time an enginedriver
on the mines, and T had some experience on
the homestead leases there and did seme clear-
ing in my spare time. That was the only elear-
ing 1 had done.

Hen. W, T. Glasheen:
get his job?

Then how did be
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Hon. T. MOORE: They were short at the

time and this was a rush job. That man
continued his evidence as follows:—

When you commenced your duties as fore-
man 1n charge of the group you had to feel
your way?—Yes, I know a bit more about it
now. I struck a good group of men. I made
the best use I could of them, and we got
along satisfactorily. Most of the settlers on
the group are Awstralians,

Had any of those men experience in clear-
ing?—Yes, several of them, and that helped
the group generally.

Hoa, A, J. H. Saw: That man may be
Premier of the State in the future.

Hon. T. MOORE: 1 am not finding fault
with him. He may be the best man there,
but when he talks about having gained his
experience of clearing by getting rid of
mulga in the bomestead block on the gold-
fields, it makes one smile. He said—

You had definite instructions as to what

had to be done regarding clearing, ringbark-
ing, and s0 on?—Yes, I had to feel my way
then. The instructions at the outset were not
too definite. I had men doing the prepara-
tory work and grubbing for months before
I received any definite instructions.
There was nothing definite in that scheme.
1 have dealt mostly with the experience of
settlers to show what was running in their
minds, and I bave attempted to show what
was in the minds of the controller and of
other offteials at the settlements. On those
grounds we say group seitlement should not
be continued as it will be too expensive. 'This
rush method should be stopped, and we
should endeavour to prevent a repetition of
what has oecwrred in the past.

Hon. J. Ewing: Stop the scheme?

Hon..T. MOORE: The hon, member does
not know the first thing about farming and
vet he will jersist in interrupting. He has
never put a shilling into land; he puts his
money into coal, which is a better propos:-
tion.

Hon. J. Ewing: | farmed in the Eastern
States long before you started.

1Ion. T. MOORE: The hon. member knew
better than to take on farming in the South-
West.

Hon. J. Ewing: You would stop the whole
seheme.

Hon. T. MOORE: We sugeest that it
shonld be stopred. We know that Sir James
Mitchell contraeted for six millions of mohey,
and instrad of settling 6.000 farmers as
agreed, the six millions will he just abouot
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absorbed by the settlement of 2,000. If it
is a fair proposition to spend the sixz mil-
lions on 6,000 farmers it is a foolish pro-
position to go on spending the same smount
on 2,000

Hon. J. Ewing: You have done great in-
jury to the State.

The PRESIDENT: I take it the hon.
member is justifying the recommendations
of the Royal Commission,

Hon. T. MOORE: That is what I am
attempting, and I hope I am succeeding.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
entitled to an uninterrupted hearing.

Hon. T, MOORE: Dealing with the qual-
ity of the land, is any member foolish enough
to believe that we have not poor land as
well as good land in this State? Let me
quote some of the opinjons on land which
we say is bad and which shoold not have
been selected for group settlement purposes.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You blame the method
of selection?

Hon, T. MOORE: Yes. Mr. MeLarty was
asked abont the Abba River country, and he
said that the results achieved by the Spanish
settlers in that neighbourhood first showed
the rossihilities of that land. Then the fol-
lowing questions and answers ensued:—

Were there specific instances of where the
Snanish settlers had succeeded?—-T could not
mention settlers’ names, but quite a number
of gettlers in that district had got unexpected

results from the land, and were doing quite
well.

Could the officials show us the blocks on
which the opinion was based?—Yes, They are
to be scen, Mr. Brockman would be the best
man to show you them, He it was who first
brought under notice the possibilities of this
country.

We went on to that land, but we did not find
the Spanish settlers established at all.
There were some men growing vegetables
and supplying the local market, but none
of them could possibly have made a living
from dairying there, although their capital
expenditure was low. Oune man told us
that in the early stages, while developing
his holding, he had lived for six months
in the vear on swede turnips and for the
other six months on pumpkin.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: Are you sure it
was not a dairy cow that yon were talk-
ing to?

Hon. T. MOORE: The man added that
every time he saw a pumpkin now, “l1
“keeck! him."”
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Mon. J. Nicholson: ls thut on the land
outside Busselton?

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, and if the hon.
member ever goes down that way, he will
find it quite easy to go out to those blocks.
Pussing through those arcas in the early
spring, one 0nds dccent clovers growing
there, hut clovers are not pasture; they will
keep cows going for only a short period. It
i> necegsary to have someihing to carry on
_ with after the clovers go off in Deeember.
What ave the settlers going fo do in the other
months of the year?

Member: What ahout ensilaget

Hon. J. Ewing: I think you hardly realisc
the injury you are doing to the South-West.

Hon. T. MOORE: A Brockman was
questioned about the land. He was the man
who sclected it and knew all about the settle-
ment. He was asked the following ques-
tion :—

Were you cever hard put to it at any time
to get any considerable area of land?—The
Forests Department held up large areas for
some time. Eventvally some of the country
was released, and then we had no difficulty.
There is a difference of opivion as to whether
goed land should he retained to grow tim-
ber or used for fthe purposes of agrieulture.
A similar argument never avose in (Fipps-
land, and therein lies the difference between
settlement in Clippsland and in our South-
Wes{. The people in Gippsiand were al-
lowed to go into lhe hig timber country, buf
kere we find the eroups heing pushed on to
the little sandy ridges. Mr. Willmott lives
in the Sonth-West and lhe knows what is
being done.  Mr, Brockman was further
questioned as folows:—

Tf that land had been released by the
Forcats Department earlier would you have
settled light land such as that on Group 14%
—XNb.

Then vou prefer to settle the forest coun-
. try >—There i3 better land there.

You had to make represeantations to the
Forests Department through the Minister to

bare land released for the purposes of the
scheme?—Yes, and that was done,

Was that after the appointmeat of the
Royal Commission teo inquire into forests
matters?—We got the extrn area released
after that.  We had some bother about it.

Xceording to your cvidenee you think it
would have been better to have more settle-
ment in the Manjimup area than at this end,
and you would have done that bad you had a
free hand from the start?—Yea,

S0 Mr. Brockman is not altogether to blame.
He, too, had to enter into these rush methods.
Men were arviving, and the best land avail-
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able wus Jawd that the Forests Deparinent
had given up, hecause it was no good to
them, It was no good for settlement puv-
poses, either. DMr. Prowse, o settler in that
district, said—

Some of the land on Group 16 is uscless,
beeause vou eunnot pget on to it in winter as
it is too wet, and in summer it gets too hot.
It is possible o overcome the water diffi-
culfy by draining the land, hat there is his
opinion of it in the summer senson. AMor.

Prowse added—

[ think ahout 500 aeres would be required

to enable a man to make a living and pay in-
tereat on that type of country,
We also examined Mr., Pullin, the second
official in command in the Busselton area.
The ¢hairman asked him whether we could
gob any evidence to show what had been ac-
complished. We had been told that some
settler or other was establisbed on the land.
e, Pullin veplied—

You will not got it (evidence) here. That
is the difienlty most of the officials have been
np apainst all along. I refer to the lack of
dairying under similar conditions in this part
of the State. We have nothing to guide ue.
Pullin was one of the scheme officials who
stood out prominently. He had been farm-
ing and dairying in the Eastern States. He
could not sec that anything had hecn done
in the Busselton district to show what the
land would produce, and he was waiting to
see. The Abba River country should never
have heen settled. The Controller of Group
Scettlement (Mr. Richardson) was questioned
as follows:—

As Controller of group settlement have you
nothing to do with the selecting of the land
for group settlement?—No.

Arc you always satisfied with the quality
of the land selected ¥—No. '

The Surveyor (leneral, Mr. Camm, whose
surveyors surveyed and cut up the hlocks,
was asked about the Abba River country—

Nid your officials select the Abba River
countryf—No; Mr. Brockman selected that.
It was the heginning of group settlement in
the Busselton district. T understand the rea-
son Mr. Brockman went there was to find
land that wounld not be so expemsive to clear
as waa the Pemberton country.

There is the suggestion—get theze thaus-
ands of pounds spent somewhere and it does
not matter much about the quality of the
land on which the money is spent. The
Dairy Expert, Mr. Hampshire, was ques-
tioned as to the carrying eapacity of the
land. e =aid he thought the country would
carry a eow to every fonr acres. Mr, Hamp-
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~hire is a very oplimistic man. e said in
the vourse of his evidence—

1 koow that there is som of thuw light
pure white sand country on which some of the
men have been settled. That class of country
is much too light for dairging. On the other
hand, thers is a lot of land in the area you
mention that is quite good emeugh, My esti-
mate referred to the fair grade of land there.
We referred to the worst grade of land
that should not have been settled.  Mr.
Hampshire pointed out that it would be

necessary to enlarge some of the blocks—

What would you do with the blocks that will

niot earry & cow to four acres’—That presents
a difficulty. It might be possible to convert
two Dblocks into ome, or te cut up the areas
differently. A portion of the better class of
land could he given to cach settler, and alse
a portion of the other type of country, so as to
9;1:1!3!1-, him to improve it and make it work-
able,
.But there is a cotiage on each of the blocks
already, and according to him there will be
some spare cottages on some of those blocks
very soon. Mr. Prowse offered a suggestion
ay follows:—

Onc suggestion I had to make was that the

settlement should take place on approved hold-
ings, a settler being put on the firsi block, the
uext block left vacant, and a settler put on the
third block ama 8o an. Thus if the acreage
selected were found inadequate, it would be
possible to cut up the intervening block. As
ii is at present, £300 or £400 is spent on each
block for houaes, buildings, and so on, and if
it is found necessary to rejeet one of the
holdings, that means a dead loss of that capi-
taligation. By missing alternate blocks as T
suggest, it would cnable extra land to be pro-
vided where necessary, without the extra capi-
talisation involved in the ercetion of housen
and so om.
Mr. Prowse is farming in the distriet; he
knows the land thoroughly and he was em-
phatic in his opinions. He expressed the
hope that the Commission would have some
influence in preventing the erection of so
many houses with a view {o saving the State
from financial loss. He offered another sug-
gestion as follows:—

Another suggestion 1 have to make is ihat

the Government ghould agree to a subsidy on
butter.
That may have been all right before the
advent of group settlement, bui if group
settlers require a subsidy on butter, the
State might just as well have continued to
import its requirements of butter,

Hon. J. Duffell: It was by subsidy that

the industry was established in the Eastern
Statew.
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Hon. J. M. Maclarlane: There will not
be any buiter from the groups for a long
time to come,

Hon. T. MOORE: Mr. Hampshire was
strong ip his advocacy of subterranean elover
as a crop. He said—

1 call subterranean clover a crop, not pas-

ture. It grows from August to December and,
like a crop of wheat, it goes off. The grasses
respond to every shower of rain. If you close
up a paddock of subterranean clover at this
time of the year, it dies, but the grasses do
not die.
When people make up their minds that land
is good simply beenuse’ it is carrying good
crops of subterranean clover, they are mis-
led. Subterranean elover will earry stock
for only a very short period of the year.
The Suvrveyor General was furibher ques-
tiened as follows:—

Do they (the group oflicials) wmake aa in-

speclion prinr to vour surveyors making their
survev?—In gome instances they do, There is
so much work to do that it has not been pos-
sible for thiy to be carried out all the time.
Tt i3 the ideal aimed at, but 1 am afraid it
has not been earried owt.
Again, they could not carry on; the pace
was too fast. My, Johnson was asked re-
garding the eropping of green country in
the Northcliffe area—

Do you say it is a waste of moncy to erop

this land iz the first year, when it is in a raw
and green stntef—Yes, absolutely.
This man knows the Manjimup area. He
has been farming there for many years. Mr,
Johnson has much to gain or lose by the
failure or suecess of groop settlement. He
i3 not only the storekeeper but a land
holder, and has a great aren cleared. [f
through the group settlement the South-
West gets a bad name, Mr. Johnson will
be the loser, because it will give a setback
to land values which we hope to see rise.
Mr. Johnson says—

I consider that unless the eystem of settle-
ment is altered, no forther groups should be
put in, I gay that, although I agree it is abso.
lutely necessary, we should have more settle-
ment in Western Australia.

I am positive that even Mr. Ewing is aware
that Mr. Johnson knows what he is talking
ahout.

Hon. J. Ewing: You are only picking out
parts of his evidence.

Hon. T. MOORE: I cannot read the whole
of it, but is there anything wrong with whai
T have read?
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. Hon. J. Ewing: You have picked out paits
of it.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
says he has already perused this for him-
self, .

Hon. T. MOORE: Speaking of the Agri-
cultural Bank conditions as applied to new
settlers he says—
© Ordinary settlers are put on their own in-
itiative, and they gradually gain confidence in
themselves; that is, provided they are treated
fairly by the Agricultural Bank. TUnder the
present system of group settlement, the group
members are practically working 2as they were
in the Old Country, under a master., They are
not gaining the initiative which is necessary
to the making of a successful farmer.

1 think Mr. Johnson knows what he is talk-
ing about. He was then asked—

Ts your suggestion that the seftlers do not

realise that they are working to build up
farms for themselves¥—They don’t get the
initiative, If they are waiting for a ganger
to bring them ovt at eight o’clock in the morn-.
ing, they cunnot he expected to develop the
initiative which a successful farmer requires.
Two years ago I rechristened this system
‘‘gserf settlement.’’
Two years ago he says he re-christened the
system “the serf settlement.” I do not think
Mr. Ewing will want many more extracts
such as these read out. Mr. Johnson is one
of the successful men of Manjimup, in fact
be is one of the biggest financial men there.

Hon. F. Nicholson: He has done well.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. I am speaking
of the system. I bave no fault to find with
the South-West. I know there is good land
there, but the system is wrong. Mr. John-
son knows, and other settlers know, that if
this scheme fails and these men walk away,
as, according to the officials, many of them
will, it will be a bad advertisement for the
State. The controller, Mr. Richardsen, has
said that only 25 per cent. of the settlers
will make good. The remainder are
doubtful. 1 have never condemmed the
8o -th-West. Even before group settle-
ment was mentioned I said that seftlement
could take place along the gullies and
through the jarrah hills. I do believe settle-
ment can take place successfully there, bui
you cannot go on placing men there indis-
eriminately merely because each has a wife.
That is what group settlement came to after
a whilee Men would arrive at Fremantile
and have no place to go to. The husbands
could not find work where there was also a
place for the wife. They were, therefore,
put upon the groups. That was & very un-
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wise system of settlament, I hope the Gov-
ernment will see fit to advance to farmers in
the eouniry money for housing accommoda-
tion for the men they employ so that they
ean take their wives to the farms with
them. Ve are asking men to go to the
hack country from Fremantle or Perth in
order to develop it, but they cannot keep
their wives and families on the wages that
are paid to them. A lot has been made out
of the taet that it is neeessary we should
provide all the requirements of the Stale
from the eow point of view.

Hon. J. Ewing: Read Mr. Johnson's evi-
dence in reply to Question 4317.

Hon. T. MOORE: I do not know the evi-
dence so well as to be able to identify that
question. The "Commission have gone into
the matter, We asked Mr. Hampshire, who
is supposed to know, what we needed in the
way of dairy products, and he told us there
were already sufficient settlers on the land
who could produce enough to meet our ve-
guirements. Why must we continue the
scheme? Sir James Mitchell says, “We
have to go on, there is a million going ont
of the State each year” If we divide
the million amongst the setilers already
placed in group settlements and on the Peel
Estate, he will find that each individual
settler will get a gross return of about £400.
If these men are going to pay anything like
the interest hill that will be presented to
them, and keep their families, they will
have supplied the needs of the country,
and there the whole field finishes. What
will happen next% It is remarkable
that that answer of Mr. Hampshire is not
in the report, although I asked the question.
I have gone into the statistics and find that
this is the case, Mr. Hampshire deliberately
told us we had enough settlers there to
provide cur requirements if they went on
in the way that he suggested. Why then
the statement that we are to go on with
the scheme if there are already enough men
on the land to supply our wants? That is
the position the dairy experi presented
to us.

Hon. A. Burvill: Mr, Johnson says he
ean keep one cow to the acre, and Mr. Hamp-
shire says four acres are required for one
cow.

Hon. T. MOORE: We were speaking to
Mr. Hampshire about the Abba River comn-
try, where the land is not so good, and on
which the Commission reported adversely.
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Hon. 4. Ewing: Why not tell us what is
going o be done on the good couniry,

Hon. T. MOCQRE: That is all tabulated
in the report. Whilst there has been eriti-
cisin of a general nature regarding the re-
port, no one has shown where we are al
fault, or attempted to controvert the figures
put forward to show the cost of settling a
group settler. Even Mr. Ewing has not done
so, Very few Commissions have gone so ex-
haustively into a subject as this one did.
Mr. Burvill zays we must have silos. If we
had thera, we might add a few more thousand
pounds to the scheme. e had evidence to
sbow that 90 per cent. of the settlers are on
moist land. Mr. Burvill cannot have read the
reyort, for this is what the officials say,
Other men say that silos are necessary.
There is a conflict of opinion. It would not
be fair to set ourselves np as judges if people
capn produce what they say they can.

Hon. A, Burvilt: 1t s said that the essen-
tial part of the equipment for each seitler
i¢ the provision of a silo.

Hon. T. MOORE: That is a bad adver-
tisement for the State, and we should net
make too much noise about it. The dairy
season, with nafural grasses, is a remark-
ably short one, according to the evidence.
I would not care to dwell upon it. Mr.
Thomson, msnager of the Albany butter
factory, and settlers around Denmark and
Albany, say that the dairy season lasts ouly
from September to December on the natural
grasses, and that other provision must be
made for feeding the cows from then on. I
do not care to dwell on that evidence.

Hon. A, Burvill: You had absolute proof
in Denmark that dairying can be carried on
with silos; why did you not use it?

Hon. T. MOORE: Were any silos work-
ing there?

Hon. A. Burvill: Mr. Bailey had one.

Hon, T. MOORE: He is not a suceessful
farmer. He is only building up his place,

Mr. PRESIDENT: The bon. member
should not interrupt so much.

Hon. T. MOORE : Do members want other
disadvantages of the scheme bronght to
light? At the State farm, owing io the bad
tirmes during the winter, the cattle have to
be housed. That is not done in the Eastern
States. Our Sonth-Western climate is not
partievlarly good. Mr. Hampshire says it
is advisable to hounse the eattle or provide
ghelter for them, but I do not want to go
into that.

569 -

Hon. J. Ewing: What gbout all the land
that is opened up between the two railways
in the South-West1

Hon. T. MOORE: Some men say that
the grasses keep green in the summer,
but Mr. Burvill dissociates himself from
that because he says silos are necessary.
We were told that irrigation was required.
In this eountry we have two seasons—the
summer and the winter. Unfortunately the
butter-making season is very short. Irri-
gation is suggested in a couniry where we
have a bounteous rainfall, but the rain is
over in a ghort time,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: It is a short sea-
son in Gippsland also.

Hon. T. MOORE: There is rain nearly
every month in the year there, but they
never get an excess of rain as we do here.

Hon. J. Ewing: Nor do they at Norna-
tap.

Hon, T. MOORE: We had not much evi-
dence nbout that. The groups were rushed
ont miles from a railway, no one knows why.
Does it not show there must be something
wrong with the system, when it was neees-
sary to go out 36 miles from Denmark to
establish group No. 1167 What is wrong
with the infervening country? The worst
advertisement we have is the settlement of
men down there. If it is necessary to send’
them out so far from a rallway, there must
he something wrong with the country.

Hon. A. Burvill: Then recommend the
construction of a railway.

Hon. T. MOORE: If that is all the set-
tlement that can take place along the route,
the railway had better not be bult.

Hon., A. Burvili: There are settlers all
along there.

Ifon. T. MQORE: We find this on every
hand in connection with the groups. Others
have been pushed out 17 miles from a rail-
way. The eommunications are bad. Roads
to a distance of 10 miles have had to be
built at the expense of the State to serve
one group placed on its own, Groups have
been badly placed.  This means so muneh
more road making, and oiher facilities have
to be provided becanse groups are heing
sent so far out. Tt is not a good advertise-
ment for the State. Sir James Mitchell said
that potatoes could be grown every month
in the year in the South-West. T believe that
ig so in favoured localities on swamp lands,
In connection with the potate crop for
1923-24 under the group system, no profit
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was made, and altbough these men grew the
Potatoes under expert supervision, the
groups lost £3,585. It is misleading for Sir
James Mitchell to say that potatoes can be
grown there every month of the year. There
are tremendous losses under the group system
because the men are not working on eorrect
iinea. ’

Hon, E. H. Rose: The old seftlers lost
thousands of pounds over potatoes.

Hon. T. MQORE: That is so. These set-
tlers were on green country which was untif
for potatoes. The unfortunate position is
that what the members of the Royal Commis-
sion hed heard could be done was not sup-
ported by evidence tendered. Mr. MeLarty
‘also stated that a man who went on the
Agriculturel Bank was in the same position
as a group settler when it come to aban-
doning a property—he would lose nothing.
In o certain distriet, of which T will give
Mr. McLarty the name should he desire i,
a certain settler got a piece of ground. He
bad to pay £100 down for a start to get
the block. Then he approached the Agri-
cultural Bank for a loan. He was granted
an advance for clearing, but not for fencing
or a house. That is the difference between
the system which Mr. MeLarty says operates,
and the system which actuaily operated. The
settler wrote to me on the matter. He had
£250 advances made for clearing, but as he
had not been assisted to erect & house he was
compelled to leave his wife and family of
four in Geraldton. I helped to get him a
further £50 for feneing, which would enable
him to earry stock. Still, there was nothing
for a house, and it was necessary for him
to come to town on that aceount. The bank
informed him that if he put up £100 they
in their turn would pat up £150 to baild
a house. That is the treatment meted out
to a good Australian. Mr. MeLarty spoke of
the report as being incorrect. ] wonld ask
him to say is not the case I. have cited cor-
rect. I say it is perfectly correct, and fur-
ther 1 say that in many cases there is the
greatest difficulty in getting the Agrieuitural
Bank to advance. Hon. members will see
how inconsistent Mr. McLarty is. The great
majority of the men who went on the Jand
under the Agricultural Bank took a good
deal of their own money out with them to
lose. On the other hand, the group settlers
put in nothing at all of their own. They
are paid from the day they arrive in the
country. I maintain that the Commission’s
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report is quite justified,  and entirely
based on the evidence, I defy any
enmpetent judge to sift the evidence and then
declare that the report is biassed in even
one pariicular. The Royal Commissioners
were set a certain job to do. I asked mo
one to get me the job. When it was offered
to me, I did it to the best of my ahility;
and I am perfectly convinced that in a time
not far distant—the minority report binds
itself to the prophecy that in 1926 the group
settlers will pay their own way—we ghall
see who is right in connection with the de-
velopment of the South-West by group
settlement. I trust the Government will give
consideration to the Commission’s report, and
not he misguided by persons who keep on
suying that we are bringing m a million
pounds’ worth of dairy produce annually
from the Bastern States, when we have al-
ready placed in the South-West sufficient
zottlers to supply that requirement, if they
are able to do anything. I am sorry to have
had to deiain the Hounse, but having been at-
tacked I felt called upon to go through the
cvidence. 1 hope the House will consider
that the case whieh I have presented justi-
fies me in saying that the report is true and
correct in every particular.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
reply, as previously amended, adopted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move—

That the Address be presented to His Bx-
cellency the Govermor by the President and
such members as may desire to accompany
him. .

Question put and passed.

The PRESIDENT : In presenting the Ad-
dress to His Execellency I should like to be
accompanied by the mover and seconder of

the Address, and the mover and seconder of
the amendment.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Real Property { Commonwealth Titles).

2. Transfer of Land Act Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 610 p.m.



